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ABSTRACT 

SECURE SWITCHING FOR DOWNLOADING NETWORK BOOTS 

[0030] A method and system for managing a secure network boot of a secondary server (server 
blade). The server blade sends a request, via an Ethernet switch, for a boot program to multiple 
Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol (DHCP) servers. One of the DHCP servers responds with 
an address of at least one Pre-boot Execution Environment (PXE) server that can upload a boot 
program to the server blade. Only if the responding DHCP server is on a list of known trusted 
DHCP servers will the Ethernet switch allow the server blade to receive the response from the 
responding DHCP server, thus allowing the download of a boot program from a PXE server. 


